CCCA  2002  NATIONAL  SHOW

The 2002 CCCA National Cat Show ran its course as a two-day event on the weekend of Sat. 20/7 and Sun. 21/7. The venue was the Rowville Community Centre in the south-eastern suburbs of Melbourne, in the dead of winter.

Now that the show is well and truly over, it is possible to reflect and give a report on it.

From both the biased opinion of one of the show committee, but also from a summary of the comments from dozens of reports which came directly to us at the show and in via email afterwards, it was a highly successful show. We felt that a small number of aspects created such a show: - planning, enthusiastic workers, working together as a team and attention to detail ahead of the show. 

Preparation:

The secret to it all seemed to be our show team, which is listed below. It was made up of Kaye Bond (Show Co-ordinator), John Sargent (Returning Officer), Shirley Sargent (the real strength behind John?), Eileen Pittaway (Asst. G3 Show Manager and co-transporter of product from storage), Karel Pittaway (Graphics Designer and resident computer expert), Alison Hall (patient venue hostess for meetings and G3 Show Manager), Leo and Jan Bramble (catering assistants), Marlene Chasemore (G1 Show Manager), Margaret Osler (G2 Show Manager), Liz Parker (G2 Asst. Show Manager and officer for attention to detail), Sue Stone (Asst. G3 Show Manager and co-transporter of product from storage), Cheryle U’Ren (sponsorship manager, organiser of judges,  and bookings) Denis and Sandra Ford (Publicity and Council Liaison Officers), Kim Matthews (Workers Manager and ID Production Manager), Anne Bourke (raffle and Publicity Liaison Officer and accommodating Val Hurry), Sue Thompson (Asst. G1), Sue Fitzgerald (Asst. G1 Show Manager), ), Rod U’Ren (meeting chairperson and keeper of minutes, liaison officer and floorplan draftsman), and most importantly June Overy (Hostess and Hotel for visiting judges) and Lesley Ulrick (Catering Prima and judges taxi).

This seems a large list. It was. In fact, it was the largest group of cat people seen to work effectively together that we remember. We think that says something uniquely positive!

Other people not actively on the committee also did much to help. The danger is that, in naming the ones I have thought of, I will offend someone else by not listing them also. Pam Petrie spent 2 whole days sitting by herself marking the official catalogue for the FCCV. Truda Straede spent most of 2 days with me on the very hectic product table. John Wilson worked above and beyond in the kitchen for 2 days; Lyn Innes-Irons on the Sunday. The many stewards missed out on seeing their own cats judged, as did the many other workers, especially those who were stuck on stage. Our list of local judges may also have missed seeing our visitors assess the exhibits. 

 Goodwill infected the show committee. The monthly meetings were a social event as well as occasions involving heavy planning; with some members travelling 4 hours each way to get there for the midweek events.

Setup:

By setup at 4pm on Friday afternoon the day before the show, the three overseas judges had arrived from USA and Hungary, been picked up at the airport by Lesley Ulrick and deposited at June Overy’s and the Cavalier Motel. While we all knew Lonnie Alitz from ACFA USA, the first introduction for most of us to Carol Barbee, also from ACFA USA, and Erika Laszlo from Hungary, was meeting us as we raced round in the show hall to install the show. 

Our ability to work together also spread interestate. Christine Kindred had arrived by air from Sydney, hired a car at her own expense and acted as taxi for all four of the interstate judges – Denis Turner, Val Hurry and Theresa Imboden-Johnson [all from NSWCFA] and David Purdue [from FASA]. Chris stayed to help us set up; a little beyond the call of duty. Other visitors also did more than was called for to help where they could.

The floor plan gradually took shape, though the hall was not complete until 10.40pm; much later than we would have liked. It looked great.

Day 1:

Back at the hall by 6.30 next morning, stall-holders, vets, show committee, workers and Longhair and Companion Cat exhibitors all began arriving doing what cat people do. Cheryle U’Ren took on the role of MC, introducing the visiting judges one by one from the stage. Judging was under way by just after 9.15am.

The judges entertained the exhibitors and public alike with their commentary; with the visiting judges naturally attracting large crowds. Many comments were heard about how much both exhibitors and the public enjoyed what the judges had to say. In fact, generally we didn’t even seem to worry whether the expected exhibits won or not. It was just a happy occasion. 

The awarding of Top Ten places was announced. Kel Duncan, Chairman of the CCCA, from Canberra, and guest of the show committee, officially welcomed everyone and opened the show at about 4pm. 

The Supreme judging of Groups 1 and 4 then took place in the bay specially set aside for it, where a large crowd saw CAGE 81, Anne Waterman win Supreme Group 1 Exhibit with Sublime Supernatural. Best G4 (Companion Cats) automatically went to CAGE 467, Karen Cutler’s Silver Tabby and White. 

Day 1 of the show , with 200 exhibits, closed just after 5pm and the work began all over again to redesign the floor plan, with cages moved and cleaned, new paper set out on the cages and the by now experienced workers having everything set up and left by 8pm. What an effort!

Day 2:

Again, a 6.30 start saw the shorthair day on the way. 300 exhibits were put mostly in the right cages. It took a little longer for some people to find the G2 and G3 desexed bays, although exhibitors were all welcomed and guided to their allocated bays in the main hall. Judging began at about 9.15 again, with Erika Laszlo’s mammoth task of assessing 150 exhibits making her the busiest. 

Enormous crowds showed that the publicity on TV, radio and papers had paid off. Most judging was finished by 3.30, though Erika Laszlo took a little longer to finish off the G2 kittens. Steve MacArthur, the local state parliamentarian, opened Day 2 of the show and the Supreme judging of Groups 2 and 3 was done on stage under the scrutiny of half a hall full of people. Carol Barbee, Lonnie Alitz and Erika Laszlo awarded CAGE 187, Margaret Osler’s  Syrecks Solitude, Best Group 2 Exhibit and CAGE 395, E & K Pittaway’s Merindalee Dream of Alwyn Best Group 3 Exhibit.

The entire show finished by 5pm on Sunday, with an enthusiastic if exhausted crew having everything dismantled and the hall cleaned by 7pm. A letter from Graeme Viney, the GCCFV contractor who transports the cages and trestles, congratulating the show team on its manner and spirit of working, summarised our efforts. 

Summary:

Congratulations to all exhibitors, judges and show personnel for conducting and being part of a friendly, organised and punctual show. 

Many people should be thanked for their contribution in time, money, trophies, and so on, and a general thanks is extended to them all. Organisationally, financially, from the point of view of public relations, for the CCCA and FCCV, the show was a great success and, although none of us say so at this moment, we will probably look forward to facing it again when it is Melbourne’s turn again.

On Wed. 24th., the three overseas judges presented short talks to us on various breeds and aspects of their own fancy. There can be a lighter side to shows. The show committee is having its private and culinery analysis of the show shortly, which should prove to be a lively evening.

Again, thanks and congratulations to everyone who was in any way part of this show.

Rod U’Ren,

(For the FCCV/CCCA 2002 Show Committee).




























