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1. NAME

1.1 The name of the incorporated Association is Feline Control Council (Victoria) Inc. (in these by-laws called "the Association")

2. INTERPRETATION

2.1 In these By-laws, unless the contrary intention appears:



"Committee" means the committee of management of the Association.

"Financial Year" means the year ending the 30th June.

"Special General Meeting" means a general meeting of members convened in accordance with Rule 31.

"Member" means an ordinary member of the Association 
.
"Ordinary member of the Committee" means a member of the Committee who is not an officer of the Association  under Rule 16.

"The Act" means the Associations  Incorporation Act 1981.

"The  Regulations" means regulations under the Act.

2.2 In these By-laws, a reference to the Secretary of an Association is a reference:

2.2.1 where a person holds office under the Rules of the Association as Secretary to that person and

2.2.2 in any other case, to the Public Officer of the Association.

2.3 In the By-laws wherever the context allows:

2.3.1 cat shall include kitten;

2.3.2 masculine gender shall include the feminine;

2.3.3 singular shall include the plural.

2.4 All valid Resolutions made by the F.C.C.V. Inc. Committee shall stay in force for a minimum period of twelve (12) months from the date of taking effect.

2.5 Words or expressions contained in these By-laws shall be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 and the Act in force from time to time.

3. BY-LAWS FOR THE CONDUCT OF EXHIBITIONS

3.1 These By-laws shall apply to all exhibitions held under the By-laws of the Association and all bodies conducting and all exhibitors and persons attending such exhibitions and all members of bodies affiliated with the Association shall be deemed to have expressly agreed to submit to, carry out, enforce and be bound by the By-laws of the Association.  Any person who takes part in any matter coming within the By-laws of the Association shall be held thereby to consent to be bound by them and shall not be entitled to appeal to any court because of anything done by the Committee in administering the affairs of the Association and the decisions of the Committee of the Association on all matters shall be final and binding.

3.2 Permission

3.2.1 No affiliated body shall hold or conduct any show, parade, or other exhibition, without permission having been granted by the Committee of the Association   

3.2.2 Any affiliated body desiring to hold any show, parade or other exhibition shall make application to the Secretary of the Association in writing prior to the annual general meeting of the Association each year prior to that of the proposed date of the exhibition, unless otherwise permitted by the Committee of the Association.  All schedules are to be on an approved schedule form and submitted in such a manner as prescribed in clause 17.5.
4. BY-LAWS

4.1 All shows, parades, or other exhibitions of affiliated bodies shall be held under the By-laws of the Association. 

4.2 All By-laws, definitions, or instructions in the nature of By-laws printed in the Show Schedule shall be deemed to be rules of the show, parade, or other exhibition and shall have the same effect as if they formed part of these By-laws provided they are not inconsistent with these By-laws. 

4.3 Show Managers are responsible to the Association for conducting shows as defined in the Show Manager’s/Secretary's Guide. 

4.4 Should an occasion arise when the Rules and/or By-laws of an affiliated body are inconsistent with the Rules and/or By-laws of the Association, on any matter, those of the Association shall prevail. 

5. CHALLENGE, AWARD OF MERIT AND AWARD OF EXCELLENCE CERTIFICATES

5.1 F.C.C.V. Inc. Challenge and Award of Merit Certificates may be awarded only at shows for which the Committee of the Association has granted the title of "Championship Show".  No other Challenge or Award of Merit Certificates may be offered. 

5.2 Challenge, Award of Merit and Award of Excellence Certificates are certificates offered by the Association at Championship Shows only and awarded at the discretion of the Judge.  Those eligible to compete for a Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificate shall be exhibits nine months of age or over which have competed in a challenge, desexed or companion class respectively at the Show.  A Judge shall not award a Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificate to any exhibit which he considers lacks sufficient merit to qualify for higher awards, including   Grand Champion and Grand Premier. 

5.3 Challenge Certificate Awards 

Where no Challenge Certificates are to be offered at a show a notification to that effect must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues.  Where Challenge Certificates are offered such of the following words as are applicable must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues:‑ 

F.C.C.V. Inc. Challenge Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Open Classes (desexed cats, companion cats, A.O.V. and A.O.C. breeds excepted) of each breed section irrespective of the number of entries, at the discretion of the Judge.  For conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Champion, see By-law 34. 

5.3.1 F.C.C.V. Inc. Challenge Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Championship Classes irrespective of the number of the entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Champion, see By-law 35. 

5.3.2 F.C.C.V. Inc. Challenge Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Grand Championship Classes irrespective of the number of the entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Bronze, Silver or Gold Grand Champion, see By-law 38. 

5.4 Award of Merit Certificate Awards

Where no Award of Merit Certificates are to be offered at a show a notification to that effect must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues.  Where Award of Merit Certificates are offered such of the following words as are applicable must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues:‑ 

5.4.1 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Merit Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Desexed Classes (entire cats, companion cats, A.O.V. and A.O.C. breeds excepted) of each breed section irrespective of the number of entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For the conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Premier see By-law 36. 

5.4.2 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Merit Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Premier Classes of each breed section irrespective of the number of entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For the conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Premier, see By-law 37. 

5.4.3 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Merit Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Grand Premier Classes irrespective of the number of the entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Bronze, Silver or Gold Grand Premier, see By-law 38. 

5.5 Award of Excellence Certificate Awards

Where no Award of Excellence Certificates are to be offered at a show a notification to that effect must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues.  Where Award of Excellence Certificates are offered such of the following words as are applicable must be printed in all Show Schedules and catalogues:‑ 

5.5.1 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Excellence Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Companion Cat Classes (entire cats, desexed cats, A.O.V. and A.O.C. breeds excepted) section irrespective of the number of entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For the conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Premier see By-law 36. 

5.5.2 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Excellence Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Premier Classes of companion cat section irrespective of the number of entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For the conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Premier, see By-law 37. 

5.5.3 F.C.C.V. Inc. Award of Excellence Certificates may be awarded to the winning entries in the Grand Premier Classes irrespective of the number of the entries at the discretion of the Judge.  For conditions regarding the title of F.C.C.V. Inc. Bronze, Silver or Gold Grand Premier, see By-law 38. 

6. AWARDS

6.1 At all exhibitions held under the By-laws of the Association, other than those specially excepted by the Committee of the Association, wherever award cards are presented as prizes, the nature of the exhibition must be clearly marked on them i.e. whether Championship Show, Open Championship Show, or Parade, Member's Show or Parade, etc. and at shows, other than parades, award cards showing the order of merit of the prize‑winning exhibits must be exhibited after the judging.

6.2 Where cards or certificates are awarded at Shows, the name and the breed or variety of breed of the winning exhibit must be shown thereon, together with the name or description of the class or other competition in which the prize was won. If cards are awarded at parades they shall not bear more than the name of the club, the date of the fixture, whether first, second or third prize, Judge's name and the word's "Open Parade", or "Member's Parade", as the case may be.  Under no circumstances may a Judge or other authorized person sign a Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificate on which the name of the club, the date of the Show and the breed and sex for which the certificate is offered are not stated.  Refer Clause 25.12  

6.3 Duplicate Award Cards

Duplicate award cards or ribbons, may be issued only if the identifiable remains of the originals are produced or a statutory declaration certifying that they have been destroyed or lost or not received by the owner is produced and approved by the Committee of the exhibition. 

6.4 Display of Cards, etc.

At any exhibition held under the By-laws of the Association, exhibitors may, subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, be permitted at the discretion of the body holding the exhibition to display advertising material.  The display must be executed attractively, not in handwriting and shall be removed promptly if deemed by the Secretary or other person authorised by the Committee of the body holding the exhibition to be misleading, contrary to the By-laws of the Association or otherwise undesirable.  It shall not go beyond the following:‑ 

6.4.1 At Shows, a space not exceeding 60cm wide by 30cm deep on top of the cage; and at other fixtures such space as is allotted. 

6.4.2 The name, address and telephone number of the Cattery or exhibitor, or both. 

6.4.3 The name of the exhibit. 

6.4.4 A stud card stating the name of the exhibit and pedigree.

6.4.5 Suitable words offering cats and/or kittens for sale but not quoting any prices. 

6.4.6 A photograph of the exhibit exhibited. 

6.4.7 General decorative material other than announcements. 

6.4.8 A statement of wins at other fixtures and prize cards or ribbons won at other fixtures shall not be permitted. 

6.4.9 No such display or advertising shall be displayed until after judging has been finally completed. 

6.5 Payment of Prize Money etc 
6.5.1 Prizes awarded to exhibits objected to, must not be delivered until the objection has been finally determined. 
6.5.2 Subject to Clause 6.5.1, all prize money (if any) must be paid and Special Prizes presented or forwarded to the successful exhibitors within thirty days of the last day of the exhibition. 

6.5.3 Each affiliated body shall be deemed responsible for all prizes or the monetary value thereof offered for competition at its exhibitions.

7. SHOW ENTRIES 

7.1 Fees 

7.1.1 The entry fee for each exhibit as stated in the Show Schedule must be paid at time of entry.  The entry shall be made on a special form provided for that purpose and may be forfeited if the exhibit is not benched in accordance with Clause 11.6. 

7.1.2 Any person making an entry for an exhibition, whether personally or through an agent, shall be liable for the fees payable whether or not the exhibit entered is exhibited. 

7.2 Condition of Entry to Championship or Open Championship Show

7.2.1 Forms which are for the entry of cats only (excluding composite forms of Agricultural Societies and other bodies) shall state above the space for signature:‑ 

(The following clauses may be abbreviated; see end of this By-law.)

"I the undersigned, hereby certify that (a) All registered kittens over the age of ten weeks are vaccinated against, at least, Feline Enteritis (FE) and (b) The above exhibits are owned or leased by me and are registered with the Feline Control Council (Victoria) Inc (F.C.C.V. Inc.), or an Approved Governing Body and to the best of my knowledge and belief, I and the exhibits named herein are eligible to take part in this exhibition, taking into consideration the fact that any person promoting, making an entry for, exhibiting, judging, or in any way officiating at an exhibition of exhibits in Victoria, other than one held with the sanction of the Association, or under the by-laws of the Association by a body affiliated with the F.C.C.V. Inc., or any person being connected with an unaffiliated body (other than a body having the sanction of the Association) is ineligible to take part in or attend a F.C.C.V. Inc. exhibition and all exhibits registered in the name of or owned by such a person are also ineligible.  To the best of my knowledge and belief the exhibit or exhibits named herein have not been exposed to the risk of any infectious or contagious disease since the date which is fourteen (14) days before that of this exhibition/show, I will not exhibit them at this exhibition/show if on or between now and the day of the exhibition/show they incur such risk, or otherwise become ineligible.  In consideration of my entry being accepted I enter them at my own risk and agree to be bound by the By-laws of this exhibition/show and of the F.C.C.V. Inc. a copy of which may be inspected at the office of the F.C.C.V. Inc. and I agree to abide by, observe and perform any decisions or directions of the Committee of the F.C.C.V. Inc.  I am a financial member of the F.C.C.V. Inc. or the Governing Body as stated by me on the above Entry Form."
If in doubt, consult a Veterinary Surgeon for symptoms and advice.  It might be your turn at some future date to suffer serious loss from carelessness on the part of another exhibitor.  For all exhibits not registered with the F.C.C.V. Inc, a copy of pedigree must be supplied with entry.

Clause 7.2.1 may be abbreviated to read as follows:‑  


"I, the undersigned, hereby certify that (a) the above exhibits are owned or leased by me and are registered with the Feline Control Council (Victoria) Inc (F.C.C.V. Inc.), or an approved governing body, (b) the exhibits are eligible for the classes entered, (c) I enter the exhibits at my own risk, (d) I agree to observe and be bound by the By-laws, and decisions of this exhibition/show and of the F.C.C.V. Inc. Committee and accept their decision as final; (e) I am a financial member of the F.C.C.V. Inc. or the Governing Body as stated by me on the above entry form".  For all exhibits not registered with the F.C.C.V. Inc, a copy of pedigree must be supplied with entry."

7.2.2 All registered kittens over the age of 10 weeks of age must be vaccinated against, at least, Feline Enteritis. (FE) 

7.2.3 An exhibitor or his agent entering an exhibit in a show, parade, or other exhibition must fill in and sign the entry form in ink, giving all the known details required for publication as set out in Clause 17.6. 
 This entry form must reach the Secretary not later than the date on which entries close as indicated in the Show Schedule.  The exhibitor shall be responsible for the correctness of the particulars contained in the entry form. If emailed entries accepted by the Show committee’  email address taken as being signature. All monies must be forwarded to returning officer within 7 days of date of email.

7.2.4 No exhibit shall be eligible to compete for a Special Prize at any exhibition if, at that exhibition, it has been beaten by an exhibit which is itself eligible to compete for such Special Prize, or by an exhibit which has been beaten by an eligible one, provided that exhibits which eliminate each other directly or indirectly shall not be ineligible for that reason.  No exhibit shall be eligible to compete for a Special Prize, Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificate unless it has competed in its open class at that exhibition, provided that this last condition shall not effect the eligibility of any exhibit to compete for a Special Prize limited to the winner of a Special class or classes in which it is entered. 

7.2.5 All entry forms must be kept for at least three months from the last day of the exhibition and, on request, be delivered to the Secretary of the Association 

7.2.6 Entries for shows shall close not less than twenty‑one clear days before the opening dates of the shows and parades as published in the Show Schedules, provided that in special circumstances different closing dates may be approved by the Committee of the Association 

7.2.7 A show, parade, or other exhibition may not be postponed for more than one month unless with the special permission of the Committee of the Association.  If, after the closing date for entry, a show, parade, or other exhibition is postponed for not more than one month, the age of the exhibits entered shall be computed to the original date of the exhibition as advertised in the Show Schedule. 

7.2.8 It shall be deemed a serious offence for any official of an affiliated body to disclose information as to the entries or entrants for any fixture before the closing date of entries for that fixture.   
7.2.9 In cases where the information supplied on the entry form for an exhibition differs from that on the registration form, the latter shall be regarded as correct for the purpose of the exhibition until a rectification is properly made thereto.  Any exhibit over the age of five months must be individually registered or it will not be accepted.
7.2.10 All unregistered exhibits entered must be sanctioned by the FCCV Office before the day of the Show and Show Manager to be informed.  Also exhibitors to advise Show Manager of the Registration number of the exhibit immediately they receive registration certificate. 

7.2.11 Refusal of Entries 

7.2.11.1 The Committee of any body holding an exhibition under these By-laws shall have the right to refuse or return an entry, provided the decision is made at a properly convened and constituted meeting of the Committee notice of which, together with the reasons for the proposed refusal or return, are provided to the intending exhibitor.  The intending exhibitor shall have the right to speak at the Committee meeting. Notice of such decision must be communicated in writing to the intending exhibitor at least three clear days before the exhibition is scheduled to be held.  Provided however that the Committee of the Association may call upon the Committee of the body at any time to give its reasons to the Committee of the Association for any such refusal and that any person affected by such a decision will have a right of appeal in accordance with Clause 22.1.  No sub‑committee shall have power to refuse or return any entry.  Entry fees shall be returned in case of rejected entries. 

7.2.11.2 No entries shall be accepted after the closing date advertised in the Show Schedule except at the discretion of the Show Manager (subject to Clause 17.3).

8. MASTER CATALOGUE

The master catalogue must be sent to the Secretary of the Association, within 7 days of the completion of a Show, giving a total number of entries which will then be charged to the Club and payment must be made within 30 days of date of invoice.  

9. OWNERSHIP OF EXHIBITS

An exhibit, when entered for a show, parade, or other exhibition, must either be solely and unconditionally the property of or leased by the exhibitor in accordance with sub-clause 20.16.1.  Cats which are bought and sold between the closing date of entries and day of show may only be exhibited provided that the actual transfer is not effected until after the show. 

10. WITHDRAWALS

10.1 Once entered for a show, parade, or other exhibition, an exhibit may not be withdrawn from competition unless at least 24 hours notice has been given to the Secretary of the Show or Exhibition.  A penalty may be imposed for any breach of this By-law. 

10.2 Where the name of a Judge announced in a Show Schedule is changed an exhibit may, however, be withdrawn before the commencement of the judging by the substituted judge of the show, parade, or other exhibition by the owner or his duly accredited agent, after giving notice of his intention to the Committee of the exhibition.  The entry fees shall be refunded. 

11. BENCHING

11.1 Uniform white cotton drapes must be provided by exhibitors and placed in cages prior to judging. 

11.2 The benching of exhibits shall be in the various groups and breed colours as set out in FCCV Breed Colour Chart.  

11.3 The adjacent benching of stud males shall not be permitted

11.4 When in the opinion of the Show Manager and the Association representative, the exhibitor has neglected his exhibit so as to cause distress, the exhibitor shall be dealt with under By-law 21. 

11.5 Subject to Clause 26.1 no exhibit shall be absent from its cage to which it has been allotted except for the purpose of being judged, or by order of the Committee of the exhibition or its authorised representative.  A penalty shall be imposed by such Committee for breaches of this By-law.  Exhibits benched in wrong cages automatically disqualify each respective exhibit.  Litters of three or more exhibits may have a double cage.  If room permits, double cages to be made available upon request at a cost as determined by the Show committee. Non-Pressurised disinfectant approved by the Association may be used by the exhibitors to wipe-down the cage in which their exhibit is to be placed. 

11.6 Exhibits shall be at the place of exhibition by the time stipulated in the Show Schedule on the opening day of the exhibition and, in the case of shows, shall be benched by that time (subject to Clause 26.1) after which the Committee of the exhibition may refuse to receive exhibits or may receive them and may impose a penalty (subject to Clause 18.8). 

11.7 Penalties, where applicable, shall be imposed by the Committee of the Association. 

12. TRAYS

12.1 Non-coloured sanitary trays must be provided by exhibitors, which may be left in the cage for the duration of show. 

13. DAMAGE

13.1 Damage Through Exhibits 

13.1.1 Any body holding an exhibition under these By-laws of the Association shall not be responsible for any accident that may be caused through or by any exhibit and it shall be a condition of entry that each exhibitor shall hold the body harmless and indemnify it against any legal proceedings arising from such accident. 

13.1.2 All affiliates must provide a First Aid Box available at all fixtures. 

13.2 Damage to Exhibits 

Any body holding an exhibition under these By-laws of the Association shall not under any circumstances hold itself responsible for any loss or misdelivery of exhibits at the exhibition or any damage thereto. 

14. EXHIBITS ONLY 

No other animal, other than an exhibit, shall be allowed within the precincts of an exhibition during its continuance, except that in the case of special and emergency circumstances the Show Manager may permit an exhibit not entered to remain within the precincts of the Show, but such exhibit shall not be permitted to be on exhibition and no such permission shall be granted by the Show Manager unless the exhibit concerned shall be passed by the Veterinary Surgeon as being free from any communicable disease. 

JUDGING

14.1 The Judge's decision on the merit of the exhibit shall be final unless such decision is contrary to the By-laws and/or Regulations of the Association. Judges shall be empowered and instructed not to award any prize, Special Prize, Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificate, to any exhibit which they consider is not of sufficient merit.  The Judge may award a second or a third prize if offered, instead of a first or second one, or may withhold a prize altogether where the exhibits are not of sufficient merit. 

14.2 The Judge shall make an emergency number of the exhibit next in merit beyond those to which the prizes are awarded in all competitions (including the award of Challenge, Award of Merit and Award of Excellence Certificates), where the number of entries exceeds the number of prizes offered, if in his opinion the exhibit is of sufficient merit to deserve the prize.  Such emergency number shall not carry any prize or other reward.  Judge's comments must be restricted to "Judge's Notes". 

14.3 Alterations made by the Judge, in the Judge's book or card, must be initialled by him at the time of making such alterations. 

14.4 A Judge shall not place two or more separate exhibits equal for any award. 

14.5 After the Show Manager has given word to the Judge to proceed with the judging of a competition, no other exhibit shall be allowed to be benched. 

14.6 At the time of judging no person shall be allowed in the immediate judging area except the Judges, the properly appointed officials and stewards, except at Owner Participant Shows.

14.7 A Judge shall not re‑judge any competition because of the absence from the cage of any exhibit at the time of judging that competition.  Any exhibit which cannot be taken out of its cage by the Judge or steward will not be judged.  Any exhibit found hard to handle at shows shall be reported to the association’s Representative and Show Manager.  The Committee of the Association, in its discretion, may debar any exhibit found hard to handle at shows. 

14.7.1 A properly compiled and separate judging book must be provided for each Judge.  Such book must be signed by the Judge and retained for at least three months from the last day thereof.  Judges must personally indicate their awards in the book.  The signed judge's slips shall be placed on a notice board which shall be freely open to inspection by competitors and public.  This notice board and the signed judge's slips shall remain open to inspection for the remainder of the show. The Judges slips marked Judging Slip and Judges Book Copy shall remain in Judges Book until the completion of each relevant class.

14.7.2 The slips marked "Judging Slip", as they are completed by the Judge, shall be sent to the Card Room for processing and posting on the Result Board.

14.7.3 On completion of Judging each Judge will retain "Judges Book Copy" for three months. 

14.8 Judge's fees must be paid before the expiration of the exhibition. 

14.9 It is expressly provided that should an error occur in the judge's book, due to the fault of the Show Manager, the judge's book may be amended, prior to 3 pm  on the day of the show and the class may be re‑judged. 

14.10 At all shows and parades or other fixtures a judge, or judges to set conjointly, shall be appointed especially to judge all Special Prizes which involve an adjudication on breeds of cats which are scheduled to be judged by more than one judge.  Except as aforesaid, no Judge shall award a Special Prize which involves an adjudication on breeds of cats which are scheduled to be judged by more than one Judge.  Consultation of judges in the deciding of an award shall be at the direction of the Show Manager. 

14.11 Where an exhibit is outclassed by the Judge, the Judge shall be required to report the facts to the Association Representative and Show Manager and the Committee may order re‑classification of the exhibit in question by three judges (not necessarily at a show) whereupon the exhibit shall be registered in its correct section by the FCCV Office.  Kittens can only be no awarded not outclassed. Owner and/or breeder may reclassify the colour of a kitten once up until 9 months of age and this reclassification may be affected on the day of a show. 

14.12 Where an exhibit is awarded Best in its respective breed group e.g. Best Group 1 Cat, the next award in order of preference may be Best Reserve at the discretion of the Judge. 

14.13 Judges may mark judging slips as follows:-

14.13.1 OSC
meaning “Out of Show Condition”

14.13.2 UTH
meaning “Unable to Handle” - see Clause 26.19

14.13.3 UTJ
meaning “Unable to Judge” – see Clause 26.20

14.13.4 OC
meaning “Outclassed” pending the Judge’s submission for reclassification of the exhibit, (kittens excepted) because the judge intends to act as per Clause 15.11.

14.13.5 NA
meaning “No Award”

14.13.6 NE
meaning “Not Eligible”

14.14 At any Show, once a Judge has determined that an exhibit is unable to be handled:

14.14.1 The Judge must immediately report the incident to the Show Manager and Association Representative who must witness that the exhibit is indeed unable to be handled.

14.14.2 The cage number card must be reversed and marked on the back “UTH” and face the card outwards.

14.14.3 Any judging having taken place prior to the incident will stand but no further judging by any Judge is then allowed.

14.14.4 Any cat that aggressively attacks a person and is marked UNABLE TO HANDLE (UTH) is automatically disqualified from any further parades, exhibitions or show venues until such time as the FCCV Committee can consider and rule on the matter.

14.14.4.1  A detailed report of any such disqualification must be provided to the FCCV Committee by the Association Representative.

14.14.5  Any exhibit that has been determined as “Unable to Handle” three times will not be allowed back on the show bench

14.15 At any show, once a judge has determined that an exhibit is Unable to be Judged (UTJ);

14.15.1.1  The judge will determine what awards, if any, the exhibit will be given.

14.15.1.2  The judge will inform the show Manager of the incident, who will ensure that any other judge who is still to judge the exhibit is informed.

14.15.1.3  The exhibit may be assessed by other judges still to judge the exhibit.

14.15.1.4  The judge will inform the exhibitor of the problem before the closure of the show.

14.15.1.5  The Representative of the Association will report the matter to the committee and the Registrar will keep a record of exhibits so reported.

15. DISQUALIFICATION AND FORFEIT OF PRIZES 

15.1 An exhibit may be disqualified from competition or exhibition and/or the exhibitor from retaining any prizes awarded in connection with it at the show, parade, or other exhibition concerned (1) by the Committee of the Association direct, or (2) by the Committee of the exhibition provided that, prior to any such decision being made, the relevant exhibitor is informed of the nature of the objection and given an opportunity to address the relevant committee and subject to the right of appeal of the exhibitor in accordance with Clause 22.1 if it is proved to be:‑ 

15.1.1 Exhibited at an exhibition previously declared "unrecognised" by the Committee of the Association or at an exhibition conducted by a Club or body not affiliated with or sanctioned by the Association. 

15.1.2 Registered in the name of and/or owned or exhibited by a person under a term of suspension or disqualification or by an otherwise ineligible person. 

15.1.3 Entered after the closing date for entries as advertised in the Show Schedule.  Refer sub-clause 7.2.11.2.

15.1.4 Entered in a manner not in compliance with the Classifications in the Show Schedule. 

15.1.5 Entered for exhibition not in accordance with the By-laws and/or Regulations of the Association. 

15.1.6 Not duly registered in the Register of the Association or in the case of litter classes not duly recorded in Litter Record prior to entry for competition or exhibition, unless the special permission of the Association has been  obtained. 

15.1.7 Not duly transferred or leased in the Register of the Association, in accordance with sub-clause 20.16.1, before exhibition, where a change of ownership has taken place, unless the special permission of the Association has been obtained. 

15.1.8 Exhibited or owned or part‑owned or leased or part‑leased by a Judge of the breed at the exhibition. 

15.1.9 Suffering from an infectious or contagious disease or exposed to the risk of such a disease during the period dating from 14 days prior to the exhibition. 

15.1.10 That anything has been done which has been calculated to deceive such as 

15.1.10.1  Any dye, colouring, lightening, or darkening matter has been used and remains on any part of the exhibit during the time of exhibition; 

15.1.10.2  Any preparation or powder has been used and remains on the exhibit, thereby altering the texture or appearance of its coat during the time of exhibition; 

15.1.10.3  Any cutting, piercing, breaking by force, or any kind of operation or any act of a kind which otherwise alters the natural formation of the exhibit or any part thereof, has been practised, claw trimming excepted. 
 
If the duly appointed Veterinary Surgeon of the exhibition, or in his absence the Association representative and/or any other appointed responsible person and having consulted the Show Manager, suspects that an exhibit has been treated in contravention of this clause, the exhibit may be removed by either the Show Manager or the exhibitor.  The exhibits cage shall be marked "Out of Show Condition".  (OSC.)

15.2 Any person promoting, exhibiting, judging, making an entry for or in any way officiating or in any way taking part or benching any exhibit at an exhibition in Victoria previously declared by the Committee of the Association to be "unrecognised", shall ipso facto become ineligible to judge, make an entry, compete, win a prize, make an objection, or take any part at a recognised exhibition or be associated with any body affiliated with the Association unless the special permission of the Committee is obtained and in granting such permission the Committee may impose such conditions as it sees fit. 

15.3 No person shall either for himself or for any other person solicit any appointment to judge at any fixture conducted or to be conducted under these By-laws of the Association  The application or the effect of this By-law is not intended to and shall not limit in any way the proper nomination and selection of judges by committees or members of Clubs.  Any person whether a licensed judge or not, committing a breach of this By-law shall be liable to be dealt with under Clause 23.7. 

15.4 Such ineligibility, disqualification or suspension shall also apply to all cats registered in the name of or owned, or part‑owned or leased, or part‑leased by the person.  The state of ineligibility referred to in this By-law and in Clause 16.2 shall continue until removed by the Committee of the Association 

15.5 Objection may be made to any exhibit by any person, except by one who is under a term of suspension of disqualification or is otherwise ineligible to take part in exhibition held under these By-laws.  The objection must be in writing and be delivered to the Secretary or his deputy at his office at the exhibition or at his address as advertised in the Show Schedule.  If the objection is made by a person other than a member of the Committee or official of the body holding the exhibition, an amount as determined by the Committee of the Association must be deposited at the same time, which sum shall be returned unless the Committee of the body holding the exhibition deems the objection frivolous, in which case it shall be forfeited.  Where objection is made:‑  

15.5.1 Under Clause 16.1, sub-clauses 16.1.8 to 16.1.10 inclusive, it must be made before the exhibition closes. 

15.5.2 On any other ground it must be made within seven days of the last day of the exhibition.  An objection shall be dealt with at a meeting convened by the Committee of the body concerned within 14 days of receipt of objection.  A copy of the objection shall be despatched by the Secretary within 72 hours to the registered owner of the exhibit at his address as given on the entry form and 72 hours notice of the meeting dealing with the matter shall be sent to all persons considered, by the Committee of the body, to be concerned, who shall be entitled to appear for the purpose of giving evidence.  The Committee of the body concerned shall cause notes of all the evidence given at the inquiry to be taken in writing. 

15.6 The decision of the body, together with the notice of the right of appeal hereinafter mentioned, shall be communicated to the parties concerned within 72 hours and if the objection is upheld, a copy of the decision shall be sent to the Secretary of the Association  Should any person fail to appear in answer to the notice of the meeting, at which the objection is to be considered, the Committee of the body concerned may proceed to enquire into and deal with the objection, notwithstanding his absence. 

16. SHOW SCHEDULE AND CATALOGUE 

16.1 The Show Schedule as approved and the catalogue must contain the name of the Judge for each group of breeds, in addition to a Reserve Judge where applicable. 

16.1.1 That at Two Ring Shows, the Second reserve Judge may be listed as being “Chosen from the above Panel,” so that a judge with a light assignment may be accepted as the 2nd Reserve Judge.

16.2 A notification to the effect that the club is affiliated with the Association and that the exhibition is held under the By-laws and Rules of the Association and that a copy of them may be perused at the show or exhibition at which the exhibitor has entered.

16.3 Adherence to Conditions 
The conditions and particulars set out in the approved draft of the Show Schedule must be strictly adhered to in the published Show Schedule and the catalogue and shall not be altered unless the special permission of the Committee of the Association is obtained, in which case exhibitors shall be given the option of withdrawing their exhibits and receiving a refund of entry fees paid. 

16.3.1 If the FCCV is advised a minimum of 7 days prior to an FCCV scheduled Show that the advertised overseas/interstate Judge is not able to officiate then the FCCV or affiliated Club may replace the scheduled overseas/interstate judge with another overseas/interstate judge without using the nominated Reserve Judge.
16.4 Groups and Classes 
No groups or classes other than those defined in the “Recognised Breed & Colours” and “Classes For Events” listings shall be permitted without the special permission of the Committee of the Association.  Desexed exhibits, excluding kittens, are not to compete against entire exhibits in any class except for Special Awards. Side Classes are at the discretion of the show committee.

16.5 Copies to Association 
The Secretary of the affiliated body must forward by email to the nominated committee member of the Association a copy of the Show Schedule created in the approved format for approval by the Committee of the Association, or if required by the show schedule sub-committee prior to being published. 

16.6 Particulars  of Exhibits 

16.6.1 The name of the exhibitor and the name of the exhibit including date of birth, breeder, sire and dam must be published in the catalogue of every show, except in the case of companion cats where only the owner's name, name of exhibit, sex and date of birth if known shall be included.  Catalogues of parades need show only the name of the exhibitor and the name and date of birth of the exhibit, except in the case of litters, when the name of the exhibitor and the date of birth, sire and dam of each litter, must be shown.  No obligation is placed on the Show Secretaries to correct any entry which is per se incorrect or illegible. 

16.6.2 The Secretary of the show, parade or other exhibition shall forward to the Secretary of the Association within seven days of the closing of the exhibition, a Master catalogue containing a full and correct list of all entries and with all the awards and absentees correctly marked therein.  A reasonable number of catalogues must be made available to the public at all exhibitions mentioned in these by-laws. 

17. VETERINARY 

17.1 Each exhibit shall be examined on arrival at every Show, Parade or Exhibition by a Veterinary Surgeon.  Exhibits which are unfit for exhibiting will be removed from the Hall immediately and if, in the opinion of the Veterinary Surgeon it is so desirable, all other exhibits from the same exhibitor and the exhibitor thereof shall be debarred from attending the show.  All entry fees will be forfeited. 

17.2 No exhibit is to be benched before being examined by the Veterinary Surgeon.  Any exhibitor so doing and the exhibit, will be disqualified from that competition and all entry fees forfeited.

17.3 Exhibits must have clean ears and coats free from pests and all claws clipped.

17.4 Any exhibit found to be suffering from the effect of drugs on entry or detected with any other disqualifying defect at any time during the show, will be subject to expulsion from the show on authority of the Veterinary Surgeon, or in his absence the Association representative and/or any other appointed responsible person.  After consultation with the Show Manager, the exhibits' cage shall be marked "Out of Show Condition". (O.S.C.) 

17.5 Veterinary Surgeons appointed by Clubs to inspect exhibits must be instructed not to admit exhibits which are obviously in kitten, nor male cats which are either monorchids or cryptorchids (kittens excepted); nor must they admit exhibits which show evidence of the following heritable defects; deafness; entropion; umbilical hernia (kittens excepted), or other obvious congenital defects. 

17.6 Owners of exhibits which contract any infectious or contagious disease must immediately notify the Association  The affected exhibit, together with all other exhibits belonging to that owner or residing in that cattery must remain in quarantine until fourteen days after the cattery has been declared disease free.  A Veterinary Certificate to this effect shall be produced on demand.  The Association shall be notified when the certificate is issued by the Veterinary Surgeon. 

17.6.1 A person who has a contagious or infectious disease on their property cannot attend cat shows until such time as they have a veterinary clearance for their cat/s.
17.7 The Representative of the Association, after consultation with the Show Manager can appoint themselves or another responsible person to act in the Veterinary Surgeons absence or until they arrive.

17.8 Exhibits which are brought to an exhibition after the specified time for Veterinary examination shall not be permitted within the precincts of the exhibition under any circumstances; provided however that when an exhibit arrives after the specified time for veterinary examination, the Show Manager or Assistant Show Manager of the body conducting the Show may, if satisfied that there is a reasonable excuse for late arrival, permit the exhibit to be examined and if passed by a Veterinary Surgeon or Representative, the exhibit shall be eligible to compete.  

17.9 All exhibits after passing Veterinary inspection must be placed in their cages in readiness for judging, there shall be no interior or exterior decoration or distinguishing object.  A piece of white material on the base and uniform white cotton drapes only are allowed in the cage during judging. 

17.10 At every exhibition non-pressurised containers of disinfectant approved by the Association against contagious or infectious disease and a towel, shall be provided for the use of all veterinary surgeons, judges and stewards. 

17.11 A steward or stewards shall be appointed at every exhibition where a veterinary inspection is made, for the purpose of establishing that each exhibit has been passed by the veterinary surgeon before it is benched. 

17.12 The owner of any exhibit entered for an exhibition held under Association By-laws may be called upon at any time by the Secretary of the Association to make a statutory declaration and if required support it with a certificate from a qualified veterinary surgeon, declaring that to the best of his knowledge and belief the exhibit exhibited or to be exhibited is in good health and is not suffering from any infectious or contagious disease and has not within 14 days immediately preceding the exhibition been exposed to any infectious or contagious disease or has not been on the same premises as any cat which has been affected with any infectious or contagious disease.   Failure to comply with this By-law may disqualify the exhibit concerned and prevent it taking part in the exhibition and shall render the owner liable to disqualification or such other punishment and for such term as the Committee of the Association may decide.

17.13 The veterinary surgeon’s decision in any of the above Clauses 18.1-18.11 is final.

18. STEWARDS 

18.1 Association qualified stewards should be used where possible.  No person may act as a Judge's steward in a section where they are exhibiting exception Australian bay style judging format. No person may act as a steward if they have had their exhibits rejected for contagious disease or evidence of external parasites. 

19. REGISTRATION

19.1 Unless the special permission of the Committee of the Association is obtained, all cats prior to their entry for competition or exhibition only, at a show, parade or other exhibition held under these By-laws of the Association, must be registered in the General Register of the Association provided that litters entered in Litter Classes need only be recorded in the Litter Record conducted by the Association 

19.2 Applications for the registration of cats shall be accepted only from financial members of the Association and only for breeds recognised by the Committee of the Association. 

19.3 A cat may not be registered as of a breed different to that stated on the litter notification form without the permission of the Association. 

19.4 A separate register shall be maintained by the Association for the purpose or recording of all experimentally bred stock. 

19.5 Applications for the registration of a cat shall only be accepted if the breeder's declaration in the registration form is signed by the breeder. 

19.6 Applications for entry in the General Register and in the Litter Record must conform to the following conditions:‑ 

19.6.1 They must be made on forms supplied for that purpose by the Association. 

19.6.2 They must be in accordance with the By-laws & Rules of the Association. 

19.6.3 As far as possible, all particulars asked for must be supplied (subject to sub-clause 20.9.8). 

19.6.4 Forms must be completed and signed in ink by the owner or his agent. 

19.6.5 Forms must be accompanied by the fees set out in the Applicable Fees and must be lodged with the Secretary of the Association. 

19.6.6 The service declaration on the litter notification form must be completed and signed by the registered owner of the sire. 

19.6.7 Litters must be registered within six (6) months of birth and individually registered within twelve (12) months of birth otherwise the registration fee will be increased.

19.7 Before any doubtful registration is refused, it shall be referred by the Secretary to the Committee of the Association to confer. 

19.8 Companion cats shall not be registered under a prefix unless they are in the experimental register. 

19.9 Naming Cats 

19.9.1 Names of cats submitted for registration shall not contain more than twenty five letters, including the breeder's registered stud prefix (if any) which must be used (subject to sub-clause 20.9.2), but excluding any recognised titles.  Names of cats can be more than two words for the common name in addition to the breeder's prefix.  Existing affixes will be recognised subject to the committee's approval. 

19.9.2 No word that is in the nature of a prefix except the breeder's registered prefix, may be used, provided that in the case of cats registered in other States or Countries it shall be at the discretion of the Secretary of the Association as to whether or not the existing registered names may be required to be altered. 

19.9.3 The use of the numbers, whether in words or numerals, shall not be permitted in names (subject to sub-clause 20.9.2). 

19.9.4 The use of names of towns, places, countries, notable persons, common names, or names that are misleading as to sex, origin, or relationship, may be refused. 

19.9.5 A name once registered shall not again be re‑registered under the same prefix. 

19.9.6 When a name is not acceptable and the owner of a cat omits to choose another name when requested to do so, the Secretary of the Association may rename the cat. 

19.9.7 Once a name has been registered and accepted, it shall not be altered or added to (subject to sub-clause 20.11, 20.14.4). 

19.9.8 No cat born on or after 1.1.63 shall be registered unless the litter in which it was born is recorded and the breeder has registered and maintained a stud prefix under Clause 20.14.  Cats not litter recorded with the Association may be accepted provided that pedigrees can be authenticated to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

19.9.9 No cat shall be entered for competition or exhibition only or be advertised or otherwise referred to by only part of the registered name, which includes the prefix and recognised title (if any) and the word (Imp.) if the cat is imported or by a name different to the registered name.  

19.9.10 Applications for the registration of imported cats or cats brought into the State of Victoria from other States must be supported by the production of Certified Pedigree or other certificates and/or such other evidence of identity as the Committee of the Association may require. 

19.9.11 Certified Pedigrees should be absolutely correct with no hand written alterations thereon, and they must be signed by the Secretary/Registrar of the Governing Body

19.10 Refusal or Cancellation of Registrations 
The Committee of the Association may refuse any application for entry in its records and may cancel any entry, or may strike from its records for any period any entry already effected and shall not be bound to assign any reason for so doing or to give notice to any person or persons. 

19.11 Rectification of Errors 
Notice of any mistake in any application for entry in the records of the Association must be given in writing to the Secretary of the Association as soon as possible after it has been discovered and thereupon the mistake shall be rectified. 

19.12 It shall be the duty of each breeder of cats to keep a proper record of his breeding activities, such record to be made available to the Association on reasonable notice. 

19.13 Notification of Death 
It shall be the duty of all owners to notify the deaths of their registered cats. 

19.14 Prefix Names 

19.14.1 On payment of the fee set out under Applicable Fees, a stud name may be registered as a prefix, limited to one word of not more than twelve letters, at the direction of the Committee of the Association  Such prefix shall be subject to annual renewal and life registration of a prefix shall also be available at the fees prescribed in the Applicable Fees.  A Prefix must be renewed in consecutive years and those not renewed within seven years shall be deleted from the Association Register, with the proviso that such prefix shall not be re‑allotted within 25 years and not without consent of the previous owner wherever possible. 

19.14.2 As far as practicable the use of any Prefix registered with any other recognised body of feline affairs shall not be permitted by other than the person to whom such Prefix has been granted. 

19.14.3 The purchaser of a stud shall have no right to the previous owner's prefix, except with the special approval of the Committee of the Association 

19.14.4 If an additional prefix is registered by a person after cats bred by that person have been registered, the names of those cats shall not be affected, except at the discretion of the Committee of the Association 

19.15 Litter Record 

19.15.1 A breeder may record with the Secretary of the Association litters from cats registered or leased in the register of the Association in his name, giving particulars as to the number of each sex living at the time of notification, the date of birth and the registered sire of the litter, such notification to be in such manner and on such form as the Committee of the Association shall decide.  In the case of kittens born of the same parturition but on different dates the birth date of the whole litter shall be taken as the day on which the first kitten is born.  Registration of litters should be made within sixty (60) days of the date of birth, but registration of litters over six (6) months of age may be made at the increased fee set out under Applicable Fees. 

19.15.2 Should a cat not have been duly entered in the Litter Record and the breeder not having registered and maintained a prefix under Clause 20.14, the Committee of the Association in its discretion may refuse to enter the cat in its general register of cats. 

19.15.3 No litter shall be recorded unless the breeder has registered and maintained a prefix under Clause 20.14. 

19.15.4 No litter shall be recorded unless the service declaration on the litter notification form has been completed and signed by the registered owner of the sire. 

19.16 Transfers and Leases 

19.16.1 When the ownership of a cat has been changed, since the cat was registered or a lease has been arranged the transfer or lease must be registered in accordance with the conditions and with these By-laws & Regulations of the Association by the person desiring to exhibit the cat, unless the special permission of the Committee of the Association is obtained.  Such person must pay the transfer or lease fee set out in the Applicable Fees. 

19.16.2 Application for the transfer or lease of a cat shall only be accepted if the certificate is signed at the appropriate sections on the back of the certificate. 

20. DISCIPLINARY ACTION 

20.1 Notwithstanding anything herein stated, the Committee of the Association may, of its own motion, at any time call upon any person (the "Affected Person") whom it has reason to suspect of having been guilty of any action or conduct which, in the opinion of the said Committee, is discreditable or injurious to those interested in feline affairs or otherwise in contravention, evasion, or attempted evasion, direct or indirect, of the letter or spirit of the By-laws, Rules, Regulation, Resolutions and/or directions of the Association to answer a charge respecting such action or conduct.  Pending the charge being answered to the satisfaction of the Committee or, if after hearing the charge, by the Affected Person the Committee finds the Affected Person guilty of the Charge the Committee shall have power:‑ 

20.1.1 To debar the Affected Person charged from judging and/or taking any part in and/or having any connection with and/or attending any exhibition of cats held under these By-laws or being associated with any affiliated body: 

20.1.2 To debar from competition all or any cats owned or part‑owned and/or leased and/or part‑leased by the Affected Person and/or registered in the name of the Affected Person at the date the charge was laid.

20.1.3 The Affected Person must be notified in writing of the nature of the charge and the date of hearing of the charge by the Committee, such notification being no less than 7 days prior to the date of the hearing.  The Affected person must be given an opportunity to be heard at the hearing of the charge and the Committee shall give due consideration to any written statement submitted by the Affected Person.  However, should the Affected Person fail to appear at such hearing, the Committee may determine the charge in the Affected Person's absence. 

20.2 But it is expressly provided that on information and/or report supplied by a member of the said Committee, the Committee may impose on any person or persons and/or their cats any one or more of the penalties referred to in Clause 21.7 without having given notice to any person.  In such case the person or persons so penalised shall be notified by letter sent to his address (if any) in the Register of the Association 

20.3 Any person penalised by a decision of the Association under provisions of Clauses 21.1 or 21.2  of this By-law may within fourteen days of the imposition of such penalty give notice of appeal against such decision.  Such notice shall be in writing and state the grounds of appeal and shall be accompanied by a deposit as determined by the Committee of the Association.  Within 60 days of receiving the proper notice, the said Committee shall hear the appeal either upon evidence previously before it or upon affidavits or statutory declarations or on viva voce evidence or in any way it may think fit either in the presence or absence of the person or persons considered by the said Committee may then quash, set aside, decrease, increase, or add to the penalty awarded by it or confirm its previous decision. 

20.4 The powers conferred in these By-laws as to appeals under Clause 21.3 of this By-law, may be exercised by the said Committee, notwithstanding that the notice of appeal may be that only part of the decision is objected to or sought to be reviewed, varied, or otherwise dealt with.  Such powers may also be exercised against all or any other person or persons who may be considered by the said Committee to be implicated, even though he may not have appealed from such decision or may not have been dealt with by the said committee. 

20.5 Whenever the said Committee has occasion to come to a decision whether by enquiry by direct action or in consideration of an appeal, the said Committee shall have power to draw inferences of fact, or to rely upon affidavits or statutory declarations or viva voce evidence or in any way it may think fit either in the presence or absence of the person or persons considered by the said Committee to be concerned and to give judgement or decision and make such order as in its opinion the justice of the case requires. 

20.6 The said Committee shall have power to require any person to make an affidavit or statutory declaration of the facts of the matter. 

20.7 The Committee of the Association in acting under these by-laws or any of them shall have power to impose any one or more of the following penalties:‑ 

20.7.1 To suspend or disqualify or otherwise debar any person from judging and/or taking part in and/or having any connection with and/or attending any exhibition of cats held under these By-laws or being associated with any affiliated body.

20.7.2 To suspend or disqualify or otherwise debar from competition all or any cats owned and/or part‑owned and/or leased and/or part‑leased by him and/or registered in his name at the date the charge was laid or information and/or report was supplied to the Committee of the Association by a member of that Committee. 

20.7.3 To cancel or strike from its records the registration of any cat or cats owned and/or part‑owned and/or leased by any person referred to in Clause 21.7.1 of this By-law for such time as the Committee sees fit. 

20.7.4 To refuse to register any litter bred from any cat owned and/or part‑owned and/or leased and/or part‑leased by any person referred to in Clause 21.7.1 of this By-law. 

20.7.5 To impose any penalty as the Committee deems fit. 

20.8 The penalties provided herein may be for life or such shorter period as the Committee of the Association shall fix and the said Committee shall have power from time to time to remove, modify, or vary in any way any suspension, disqualification, or any other state of ineligibility. 

20.9 Any person suspended or disqualified by the Committee of the Association or otherwise ineligible to take part in exhibitions held under these By-laws shall, during the period of such suspension, disqualification, or ineligibility, not be eligible to become or remain a member or be in any way associated with any body affiliated with the Association  If any such person shall attend any exhibition held under the By-laws of the Association, the Committee of the Association shall have power to increase the period of suspension, disqualification, or ineligibility. 

20.10 The Committee of the Association shall have power in any case under these By-laws to publish the account of any action it takes against any person and/or cat and, the names, description and address of those concerned and, further, to publish the names of such disqualified or suspended persons and/or cats and of persons and/or cats which otherwise become ineligible in accordance with the provisions of the By-laws. 

20.11 Any person or body who shall employ in any capacity in connection with cats any person suspended or disqualified by the Committee of the Association or any affiliated body which permits such a person or one otherwise ineligible to take part in an exhibition held under these By-laws or accepts an entry for a suspended, disqualified, or otherwise ineligible cat shall, if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Committee of the Association that such suspension or disqualification or other state of ineligibility was known of, be liable to be dealt with as an offender within the meaning of these By-laws. 

20.12 Any member of the Association suspended or disqualified by the Committee of the Association or any person who becomes ineligible in accordance with the provisions of the By-laws, shall not be entitled to the return of any portion of his annual subscription or fees. 

20.13 Any person causing annoyance by loud comments on a decision of a Judge, or being guilty of unsportsmanlike or unseemly actions while in the precincts of the exhibition, may be removed from the exhibition.  It shall be the duty of the Committee to report all such cases to the Committee of the Association within seven days and to supply such Committee with all possible evidence of the actions and the names and addresses of witnesses.  The responsibility of investigating and taking appropriate action in connection with cases of unsportsmanlike or unseemly actions within the precincts of an exhibition shall rest with the Committee of the Association who shall deal with the matter and impose such penalty as to it deems fit. 

20.14 If a prize‑winner is disqualified, the cats next in consecutive order of merit, but not lower than the emergency award shall be moved into the higher places in the prize list. 

20.15 All penalties imposed and/or endorsed by the Committee of the Association shall be observed and enforced by all bodies affiliated with the Association 

20.16 If any case occurs which is not, or which is alleged not to be provided for by these By-laws, it shall be determined by the Committee of the Association in such manner as it deems fit and, its decision shall be final, subject to the right of appeal provided in these by-laws. 

20.17 The Committee of the Association shall have power to require a deposit, as determined by the Committee of the Association with any complaint entailing an enquiry by such Committee.  If, in the opinion of the Committee the complaint is frivolous, the deposit may be retained by the Association. 

20.18 The Committee of the Association may make such order as it deems fit with reference to an amount as determined be deposited with any appeal. 

20.19 First offences of the following description shall entail a penalty as determined by the Committee of the Association for each case unless the Committee of the Association is satisfied that the omission was bona fide:‑ 

20.19.1 Failure to lodge in accordance with these By-laws. 

20.19.1.1 Draft of Show Schedule; 

20.19.1.2 Marked Catalogue; 

20.19.1.3 Report of objection, enquiry, or a case of unsportsmanlike or unseemly action.

20.19.1.4 Without valid reason failing to list an entrant in the catalogue.

20.19.2 Failure to notify the F.C.C.V. Inc. representative on the day of the show or exhibition, the number of classes which have been entered but not listed in the catalogue.

20.19.3 Failure to pay Prize money or deliver or make available Special Prizes within the prescribed period, or to pay a Judges expenses within the prescribed time. 

21. RIGHT OF APPEAL 

21.1 Any person affected by a decision of an affiliated body may appeal to the Committee of the Association by giving notice of appeal in writing to the Secretary of the Association within fourteen days of the decision stating the grounds of the appeal and enclosing a deposit as determined by the Committee of the Association.  Upon receipt of such notice of appeal and deposit, the Secretary of the Association shall notify the Secretary of the body concerned, who shall forthwith send to the Secretary of the Association the notes of the evidence given at the enquiry. 

21.2 The Committee of the Association shall hear every such appeal made to it as soon as possible and whether or not an appeal has been lodged it may, in its discretion, allow further evidence to be adduced and may remit the matter for re‑hearing by the body concerned or uphold or dismiss the appeal or impose a greater or lesser penalty and may make such order as to the disposal of the deposit and/or deposits lodged with the Association and/or the affiliated body as it sees fit. 

21.3 If no notice of appeal is given as hereinbefore provided or, if after hearing the appeal, the Committee of the Association has affirmed the decision of the body concerned (whether the penalty is varied or not) the Secretary of the Association shall record such decision and thereupon, it shall be final and binding on the party or parties concerned and shall be given effect to by all bodies affiliated with the Association and at all exhibitions held under these By-laws.

21.4 The Secretary of the Association must be notified by the Committee of the body in all cases where an objection has been upheld and such be made within seven days of the enquiry. 

22. JUDGES CODE OF ETHICS ETC.

22.1 A Judge is directly responsible to the Association and is subject to all by-laws applicable to judging contained in the By-laws, Rules and Regulations of the Association.  In accepting appointment to the Association panel of Judges he thereby signifies his willingness to abide by same.

22.2 A Judge must be fully conversant with the Show Standards adopted by the Association to which he is accredited and when officiating at shows in his own State must at all times judge in accordance with them.  When judging interstate or overseas he must make himself conversant with the Show Standard and any particular Show By-laws adopted by the particular club for which he is judging.

22.3 A Judge shall be:

22.3.1 Unbiased, impartial, honest and capable of analytical appraisal of all exhibits.  Diplomatic, gracious and considerate. 

22.3.2 Punctual, clean and neatly dressed. 

22.3.3 Courageous and fearless in his decisions and impervious to all criticism.

22.3.4 Loyal to their fellow Judges

22.3.5 Ready to give advice when needed.

22.4 A Judge shall not:

22.4.1 Solicit assignments or accept bribes.  

22.4.2 See the catalogue prior to a show. 

22.4.3 Allow personal preference to influence his decisions.

22.4.4 Indulge in criticism of other Judges or Exhibitors but should be prepared to discuss the merits of relevant exhibits he has judged after the completion of judging, but only with the Owner.

22.4.5 Be seen to interfere in any situation other than one concerned with his own judging unless officially requested.

22.4.6 A Judge shall not judge their own progeny for a period of six months from the time that progeny leaves the home of that breeder/judge.

22.5 Non compliance of any part of "Judges Code of Ethics" may render the judge to appear before an Association Judges sub-committee and any decision of the said Committee is to have the ratification of the Association Committee; and be dealt with under Rule 12 of the Association Rules.

22.6 Judges General

22.6.1 Invitations to judge should be made on Association Contracts.  Judges are at liberty to accept or decline invitations to judge.  

22.6.1.1 When the Council extending the invitation to judge is not known to the Judge, clarification should be sought before accepting the assignment.

22.6.1.2 Judges only accept one assignment in four rings for Challenge/AOM classes for identical assignments.   This will give exhibitors 4 different judges on their 4 Certificates.

22.6.1.3 Judges may accept one in three rings for Kitten classes for identical assignments.

22.6.2 A Judge's decision is final and should not be deviated from.  This decision must be upheld by the Club for which they are judging and Council to which they are accredited.

22.6.3 Judges must address all enquiries or complaints to the Show Manager.  He is at liberty to instruct the stewards provided by the Club for which he is judging and may, if so desired, refuse the services of a steward.

22.6.4 A Judge has an obligation to withhold any award or prize from any exhibit which he considers to be of insufficient merit.

22.6.5 Such measures of hygiene that are available should be utilised after the handling of each exhibit.

22.6.6 A Judge should notify Association of his receipt and acceptance of all Interstate and Overseas assignments and identify the Governing Body they are judging for.

22.6.7 A Judge will be held responsible for his actions and behavior at all times.

22.7 Judge's Licences

22.7.1 No person may judge at a Championship Show which is held under these By-laws unless a licence is granted by the Committee of the Association and that person is a financial member of the Association.  Judges granted a licence for a breed or breeds by the Committee of the Association may judge that breed or those breeds at Championship Shows in Victoria and elsewhere.     

22.7.2 Any judge invited to examine students of any other Governing Body, should write and advise the Committee of the Association of their assignment. 

22.7.3 Application for licence must be made on such form and in such manner as may be prescribed from time to time by the Committee of the Association. 

22.7.4 No licence to judge at a Championship Show shall be granted unless at a meeting of the Association a simple majority of the members present is in favour of such licence being granted. 

22.7.5 The onus of proving a person's eligibility for licence shall rest with that person.

22.7.6 All licences are not subject to renewal fees.  The licence may be revoked on the recommendation of the Association Judges sub-committee ratified by the Committee of the Association.  The granting of full licence shall be effective the day following the last assignment. 

22.7.7 Only financial members of the Association may have their judge’s licence renewed.  A Judge’s Licence Renewal Form is to be completed annually when Association membership is due.  This renewal form to be completed by the judge listing all judging assignments, Victorian or otherwise, for the previous 12 month period

22.7.7.1 The Judges Licence Renewal Form must be in the FCCV office within 30 days of the end of the financial year (ie, 31st July).

22.7.7.2 If membership and Annual Return is not in the office by the due date, licence will be suspended and all future assignments will be forfeited until the return is submitted and approved.

22.7.7.3 That a practical assignment covering a combination of Top Ten and open book exam of no more than 25 questions for each group licensed for, (replacing the open book exam).

22.7.7.4 On completion of suspension period a practical assignment covering a top ten for which Licence(s) is held at an allocated show, must be completed.

22.7.7.5 The Annual Return form to include By-law 23 sub-clause 23.7.7.1 and 23.7.7.2.

22.7.8 A licensed judge is required to have 6 assignments over a 2 year period at Association approved shows.

22.7.9 The Judge’s Licence Renewal forms are to be reviewed every two years.  Judges who have not had 6 assignments over a 2 year period at Association approved shows will be counselled on a confidential basis by the Association Judges sub-committee and then reviewed again in 12 months time.

22.7.10 The Committee of the Association may refuse any application for licence and may cancel any licence or may suspend for any periods or vary in any way any licence already granted and the Committee of the Association provided that prior to such refusal, cancellation, suspension or variation the person who would be affected by such a decision is informed of the reason for the proposed action and is given an opportunity to be heard by the Committee.  The Committee shall give due consideration to any written statement submitted by the person.

22.7.11 List of Judges licenced by the Committee of the Association shall be compiled and made available to kindred and affiliated bodies.  Such lists shall specify what each Judge is eligible to judge. 

22.7.12 The Committee of the Association shall have power in the case of a person not ordinarily resident in the state of Victoria to grant a temporary licence to judge a Championship Show or other fixture. 

22.7.13 No person may judge at any show if they have had a knowledge of entry forms and/or catalogues prior to the commencement of judging, nor may they judge in a section where they are exhibiting, or where there is a possibility of being called upon to confer with other judges to determine an award, where their own exhibits are involved. 

22.7.14 No person may judge at a show if they have had their exhibits rejected for contagious disease or evidence of external parasites. 

22.7.15 Judges shall be responsible for the deletion of absentees from the Judges Book.

22.7.16 Judges shall complete the Contract Form received from Show Managers.

22.7.17 All Judges must be able to judge the entire group that they are invited to judge.

22.7.18 Any Judge judging at an Association Show must be a current accredited member Judge of a recognised Governing Body.

22.7.19 Extending Licence - Judges may extend their licence into another group after completing twelve (12) months in Victoria of their previous licence granted.

22.7.20 Reserve Judges - may be allotted Sideclasses provided they are not judging "Supreme Exhibit" and they are not used on the day of Show and shall remain in attendance until 3.00pm.  They are required to accept a minimum of three (3) reserve assignments in one year.

22.7.21 All Judges transferring from another body must have held a licence for a minimum of three (3) years before being accepted onto the Association Judges Panel.

22.7.22 At the discretion of the Committee of the Association; Judges wishing to transfer from another controlling body may be required to complete, with senior judges:-

22.7.22.1 A written and/or oral assessment

22.7.22.2 A minimum of three assignments, for each group for which they held a judging licence prior to applying to transfer.

23.7.23       Seminars will be held every six (6) months.  It is mandatory that each judge shall attend the seminar in which group he is licensed.  Non attendance without legitimate reason will be referred to the Association Judges sub-committee for appropriate action.

23. SHOW MANAGER'S RESPONSIBILITIES 

23.1 Show Managers are responsible to the Association for running shows in a creditable manner according to the spirit and the letter of these By-laws. 

23.2 Show Managers are entirely responsible that no exhibit shall be benched or remain within the precincts of the show, if the Veterinary Surgeon has recommended it for rejection because of an infectious or contagious disease. 

23.3 Show Managers will ensure that the Veterinary Surgeon officiating is conversant with the Veterinary By-law 18. 

23.4 Show Managers will ensure that no exhibitor acts as a Judge's steward in a class in which they are exhibiting exception being Australian bay style judging format shows. 

23.5 Show Managers will ensure that in the case of exhibitors acting as Veterinary stewards, their exhibits shall be vetted first. 

23.6 Show Managers will ensure that no prominent litter trays or marked cat baskets, etc., are visible whilst judging is in progress and shall be responsible for their removal. 

23.7 Show Managers will be responsible for the placing of suitable notices on cat cages where exhibits are found to be hard to handle by the judges. 

23.8 Show Managers may order the removal of any exhibit which appears to be seriously ill.  Whenever an order is made the circumstances shall be reported in writing to the Association secretariat without delay. 

23.9 Until or in the event of delay at least one (1) hour after opening of the Show (reference to informing exhibitors and any other to whom it may apply). Judges are only available for queries up to 3.00pm.  The same ruling applies for any lodgement of any protest.

23.10 All Association Affiliated bodies are entitled to have a “Supreme Exhibit Award” if they so desire.  

23.11 A Steward Report form must be included in each Judges Book.  They must be handed separately to the Association Representative and tabled at the next Committee meeting.

23.12 Only Judges, their allotted stewards or the Association Representative may contact the Show Manager whilst judging is in progress.  No approach is to be made to any other steward or card room or other show personnel until all judging is completed.  Similarly stewards, card room and other show personnel must not contact any person other than the Show Manager or Association Representative.

23.13 Show Managers must report to the Association Representative all exhibitors who leave any show prior to the published closing time without the Show Manager’s permission.

23.14 Alcohol is not permitted on the show floor area.

23.15 Smoking is not permitted on the show floor area.

23.16 Mobile phones may not be left on or used on the show floor area whilst judging is in progress, except in an emergency and with the permission of either the Show Manager or Representative of the Association.

23.17 It is the Show Managers responsibility, that all show cages used at set up, must be sprayed with the disinfectant solution as supplied by the FCCV which will accompany all cages in the trailer to the shows.

24. ASSOCIATION’S REPRESENTATIVE'S DUTIES 

The Association’s Representative shall:-

24.1 Obtain Show catalogue from Show Manager and attend Veterinary inspection.  Record Veterinary Surgeons names and note any rejections. Have the Veterinary Surgeon sign the rejection slip and advise the exhibitor with rejection letter for completion.  Ensure exhibitor and exhibits leave the premises immediately.

24.2 List exhibits to be checked for withdrawals by counting all cages and noting absentees, include total number of entries and amount of surcharge to be noted on report sheet.

24.3 For any exhibit which is Unable To Be Handled (U.T.H.) the cage is to be marked accordingly, signed and witnessed after consultation with the Judge and Show Manager.  The details to be included in the Show Report. Once an exhibit is deemed to be UTH., it remains in that category for the remainder of the show, irrespective of the number of show rings.

24.4 After consultation with the Show Manager, authorise the removal of any exhibit which has contravened any section of By-laws 16 and 18.  Accordingly mark the cage "Out of Show condition" (OSC).  Statements from all parties involved, Judges, Stewards, etc. to be obtained and forwarded without delay to the Association Secretariat.  The exhibitor to be informed as soon as possible of all circumstances regarding the removal.

24.5 Collect stewards reports, which have been duly signed by the Association’s Representative and Stewards, and despatch to the Association Secretariat.

24.6 Hear complaints and report thereon to the Association Secretariat.

24.7 Assist the Show Manager when called upon to interpret By-laws where possible.

24.8 Prepare Representatives Report in full and forward to the Association Secretariat together with all relevant items.

24.9 Advise Association Secretariat regarding any complaints.

24.10 Check on the smooth running of the Card Room.

24.11 Assist members with any inquiries and promote the aims and objectives of the Association.

24.12 Sign Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificates if the Judge is unavailable after 3.00pm.

25. DEFINITIONS

25.1 A "Show" is an exhibition of registered cats at which award cards and prizes are awarded.  At all shows, parades and other exhibitions the exhibits must be benched for inspection by the general public unless the special permission of the Committee of the Association is obtained. 

25.2 An "Open Parade" is an exhibition of registered cats at which no Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificates are awarded.  Wins at parades do not count at subsequent shows, but such wins shall count at subsequent parades.  Unless otherwise provided, the word "Parade" in these By-laws shall include "Open" and "Members". 

25.3 An "Open Show" is an exhibition of registered cats from all recognized governing bodies at which Award cards and Prizes are awarded.  At all Shows the exhibits must be benched for inspection by the General Public unless the special permission of Committee of the Association is obtained.  For Open Show status (unless otherwise sanctioned by the Committee of the Association) the show must be held at a minimum of 80km radius from Melbourne G.P.O.

25.4 A "Specialist Open Show" is an exhibition limited to an Entire Group only (ie., Group 1, Group 2 or Group 3) and must be sanctioned by the Committee of the Association.

25.5 A "Ring Show" is an exhibition limited to two shows per year per Club.  Exhibitors may be permitted to enter only one ring but must pay for eligible classes in the other rings. Participating judges exempt.

25.6 An "Owner Participant Show" is an exhibition where exhibitors present their exhibits to be judged.

25.7 An "Imported Cat" is one that has been imported into Australia.  Kittens born on board the vessel of transport shall be deemed to be imported. 

25.8 A "Pedigreed Cat" is one which has a complete ancestral table of at least four generations on both the dam side and the sire side. 

25.8.1 This table must show true to type breeding by all ancestors in the preceding three generations. 

25.8.2 Every cat in the ancestral table must have been entered in a manner approved by the Association 

25.9  “Companion Cats” are cats whose ancestral table is completely unknown or, cats with one or both parents registered pedigreed cats and/or whose ancestral table does not comply with Association Regulations.. 

25.10 Entire Cats

25.10.1 An "Entire Male Cat" is a cat with both testicles approximately similar in size and fully descended into the scrotum. 

25.10.2 An "Entire Female Cat" is a female cat which has been neither spayed nor sterilised. 

25.11 
Desexed Cats 

25.11.1 A “Castrated Male Cat” also termed Male Desexed is a cat whose testicles have either been removed surgically or which has otherwise been sterilised. 

25.11.2 A “Spayed Female Cat” also termed Female Desexed, is a cat whose reproductive organs have either been removed surgically or which has otherwise been sterilised. 

25.12 “Monorchid” and “Cryptorchid” cats may not be shown. 

25.13 A “Vasectomised” or “Tubal Ligated” cats cannot be shown in any section of a Cat Show.

25.14 Only cats which comply with the definition of a pedigreed cat may be shown in pedigreed classes.  All others may only be shown in Companion Cat Group. 

25.15 The "Breeder" of a cat is (1) The Owner of its dam at time of birth or (2) the person to whom its dam is lent or leased provided that prior to the date of birth he has lodged with the Secretary of the Association, together with the specified fee a declaration of the lending or leasing signed by him and the owner of the dam.  A lease may not be recorded for an unregistered cat. 

25.16 The first day of a show, parade or other exhibition means the first day on which the breed is exhibited (subject to Clause 26.17). 

25.17 The age of all cats shall be computed from the day of their birth to midnight of the day prior to the first day on which the breed is exhibited at the exhibition.  If the day of birth of a cat is not known, its age, for the purposes of exhibiting and registration, shall be taken as the first day of the month of birth.  "A month" shall indicate a calendar month. 

25.18 A show, parade or other exhibition may not be postponed for more than one month unless with the special permission of the Committee of the Association.  If, after the closing date for entry, a show, parade or other exhibition is postponed for not more than one month, the age of the cats shall be computed to the original date of the exhibition as advertised in the Show Schedule. 

25.19 Any cat that shows aggression towards people especially any cat that bites or deliberately scratches someone is automatically declared UNABLE TO HANDLE (UTH) and dealt with under By-law 15 Sub-Clause 14.

25.20 Unable to Judge (UTJ) - at any show, a judge may take an exhibit from its cage and/or handle it, but may determine that the exhibit’s behaviour or manner is such that it cannot be fully or fairly assessed. 

25.21 The Breed Standard is reviewed periodically and those approved are listed in the Show Schedule.  Imported Breeds, recognised by an International Body may be accepted provided registration papers are accompanied by the Standard of the Approved Registering Body. 

25.22 The current Show Schedule as approved and updated from time to time by the Association forms part of By-law 17.

26. PRIZE

A "Prize" is a reward of any description offered for competition in a class for which an entry fee is charged. 

27. SPECIAL PRIZE

A "Special Prize" is a prize of any description offered for competition for which no entry fee is charged. 

28. CLASS, PRIZE & SPECIAL PRIZE

No Class, Prize or Special Prize for all the cats at any open exhibition shall be confined to cats owned by any particular class or description of persons unless a corresponding Class, Prize or Special Prize which is open to all cats owned by all persons is offered. 

29. PRIZE CONDITION

No prize of free stud service by any cat shall be permitted. 

30. WINS WHICH COUNT

Wins which count:  "Only wins up to and including the day entries close shall count, excepting where cats qualify for Championship or Premiership Status, providing that the relevant Certificates, Registration Form and Fees are lodged with the Association Secretary prior to day of show that the Titled cat is being exhibited". 

31. CATS WHO QUALIFY

Cats who qualify as aforesaid must be initially entered in the eligible classes at closing date of entries and application must be made for the transfer to the appropriate Championship or Premiership class within seven days of becoming eligible for the title. 

32. THE TOP TEN

The Top Ten cats in each Group be listed in the Judges book - the Top Five cats only be counted to the Cat of the Year Award.  The points from all Association Shows count towards the Association “Cat of the Year Awards".

33. TITLE F.C.C.V. INC CHAMPION

On application and payment of the fee set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the Association Secretary, any cat which wins four Challenge Certificates under three different judges in the Open Class shall be known as a  F.C.C.V. Inc. Champion.

34. TITLE OF  F.C.C.V. INC. GRAND CHAMPION

On application and payment of the fee set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the Association Secretary, any Association Champion cat which wins four Challenge Certificates under three different judges in the Champion Class shall be known as a  F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Champion.

35. TITLE OF  F.C.C.V. INC. PREMIER 

On application and payment of the fee set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the secretary of the Association any desexed cat which wins four Award of Merit Certificates under three different judges in the Desexed Male or Desexed Female Cat Classes shall be known as a F.C.C.V. Inc. Premier.

36. TITLE OF  F.C.C.V. INC. GRAND PREMIER 

On application and payment of the fee as set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the secretary of the Association any Premier which wins four Award of Merit Certificates under three different judges in the Premier Classes shall be known as a  F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Premier.

37. TITLE OF  F.C.C.V. INC. PREMIER 

On application and payment of the fee set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the secretary of the Association any companion cat which wins four Award of Excellence Certificates under three different judges in the Companion Male or Companion Female Cat Classes shall be known as a F.C.C.V. Inc. Premier.

38. TITLE OF  F.C.C.V. INC. GRAND PREMIER 

On application and payment of the fee as set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the secretary of the Association any Premier which wins four Award of Excellence Certificates under three different judges in the Premier Classes shall be known as a  F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Premier.

39. THE TITLE OF F.C.C.V. INC. BRONZE, SILVER AND GOLD GRAND CHAMPION AND GRAND PREMIER, BOTH FEMALE AND MALE

On application and payment of the fee set out under the Applicable Fees and on confirmation by the Association secretary any exhibit which wins four awards under three different judges each time shall be known as a F.C.C.V. Inc. BRONZE, SILVER or GOLD GRAND CHAMPION or GRAND PREMIER whichever is applicable.

40. CHALLENGE, AWARD OF MERIT OR AWARD OF EXCELLENCE CERTIFICATES
Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificates awarded by any recognised body shall be considered with an application for the title  F.C.C.V. Inc.  Champion, F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Champion, F.C.C.V. Inc. Premier, F.C.C.V. Inc. Grand Premier, provided they are accompanied by no less than TWO F.C.C.V. Inc. Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificates and TWO Challenge, Award of Merit or Award of Excellence Certificates from another recognised Governing Body.  No cat which has been granted one of the foregoing titles by a recognised body shall be granted a title in Victoria if the registered owner does not ordinarily reside in Victoria. 

41. RECOGNITION OF TITLE IN THE STATE OR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

The owners of cats brought from Interstate or imported which have gained a title in the State or country from whence they came may apply to the Association for recognition of such title.  The secretary of the Association may grant such recognition on proper verification of the applicant's claim to such title.
42. USE OF TITLE TO A CAT’S NAME

No title to a cat's name shall be used unless by permission of the secretary of the Association. 

43. FEES

The secretary of the Association may, from time to time, levy or charge such fees as to it seems proper for the carrying out of any of the objects of the Association. 
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