Breeding Cats
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The dictionary definition of a breeder is someone who takes two animals and puts them together for the purpose of creating offspring, but in reality it means so much more than that. If you are thinking of becoming a cat breeder, allow me to offer a few words of advice. 
1. Housing: You must provide clean and adequate accommodation, with sufficient space for your cats to play, exercise, shelter and sleep in comfort. They must be fed correctly, immunised regularly and have appropriate control of parasites, in accordance with best practice and veterinary advice. Your cattery should be spotless and your cats in the peak of condition at all times. This means scrubbing pens, litter trays and food dishes at least once per day. You will need to provide clean litter, groom or bathe cats on a constant basis, and give each one love, petting and attention. Your cattery should be of such a high standard that it can be inspected and approved, as is done in New Zealand. Failure to provide the basic necessities may result in criminal charges by the RSPCA and brings disrepute to all breeders. It is advisable to stick to one breed and try to perfect that. Keeping too many cats/breeds may result in overcrowding which can be a recipe for disaster – the cats will suffer as a result.
2. Knowledge: You will need to spend many hours studying the history of your chosen breed, tracing and evaluating pedigrees, and selecting superior stock to continue improving the cats bred under your prefix. You should gain sufficient veterinary knowledge to assess birthing or medical emergencies and determine the appropriate action to take. The internet is a great source of information. Endeavour to build a professional, collaborative relationship with your veterinary surgeon and consult him/her at the first sign of any health problem.
3. Records: Meticulous breeding and health records must be kept for the cats in your care, and for those you purchase or sell to new homes. You are responsible for finding caring homes for your desexed or breeding kittens and providing their new owners with written information on how to care for them properly. You will also need to register your cats/ kittens with an appropriate registering body, abide by its rules, regulations and code of ethics. 
4. Showing: Competition provides breeders with opportunities to improve their stock and breeding programs. We can promote the breed and measure our success by showing our cats and sharing our knowledge with others. You need to know how to prepare paperwork to enter shows, and be willing to help at those shows in various capacities. Your knowledge and enjoyment of breeding and showing will be greatly enhanced by becoming involved with show administration and hands-on participation, such as stewarding, clerking, card room, etc.

5. Sportsmanship: As in all sports, someone comes first and someone comes last. This should be regarded as a learning curve. At shows good sportsmanship is essential at all times. An excellent rule is: ‘If you win say little, if you lose say less’. Be happy for your fellow breeders when they have their moment of victory, and when it is your turn never forget how it feels when you are not at the top – be gracious to all. Lack of good sportsmanship is considered a major flaw because it means you may not have the ability to be objective about your cats, which in turn means you may not be acting in the best interests of your chosen breed. Remember, when you are competing, you are not the judge and are not handling the cats. What you see and what the judge sees or feels may be completely different. Keep in mind we are only human and can all simply make a mistake. Learn by those mistakes and use them to make a positive contribution to the breed and organisation.

6. Mentoring: Newcomers to the cat fancy, prospective buyers and the general public need to be assisted and informed. You can encourage people to become involved, can help them learn about your breed and cat care in general. Do your best to help and counsel new exhibitors, and be generous with advice on breeding, showing, grooming, health, etc. Remember, you are an ambassador for the cat fancy and for your particular breed. Having enthusiasm, a sense of humour and a friendly, helpful attitude will help you make many new friends. 
7. Responsibility: For a period of time you will become the guardian of your chosen breed, to protect and preserve it for all to enjoy in the future. You will work to a written standard and aim for perfection, with the patience to achieve results. You must ensure the wellbeing, vigour and viability of the cats in your care, while striving to produce healthy animals that are as close to the ideal standard as possible. But remember, you are only the temporary custodian – you do not ‘own’ a breed or its bloodlines, but should generously share its best features for the elimination of genetic faults and improvement of the entire breed. If you treat buyers and fellow breeders with absolute honesty, sincerity and consideration, you will become known as a reputable breeder, someone who is ethical, responsible, has a deep and genuine love for cats, and is passionate about helping to promote and maintain their welfare, reputation and mystique.

8. Integrity: Someone who does not uphold the above criteria may well become a ‘backyard breeder’ who unfortunately may be more interested in making money than finding the right home for their cats. Their kittens are often poor or unhealthy examples of the breed, sold too young, unimmunised and without papers, or through pet shops. When money is the prime motivation, principles go out the window. Cat breeding is never a business. It is an expensive and absorbing hobby, sometimes a heart break, mostly a joy. It is a small miracle to deliver a tiny newborn kitten, watch its personality develop, nurture it to exuberant adolescence, find the perfect home, gain a lasting friend whose life will be enriched by their feline companion, and when they contact you around 20 years later and say, “I want another one just like that”, that is the ultimate reward. Good Luck! 

