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CONTAINER DEPOSIT LEGISLATION


The 2001/2002 Budget will allocate $100,000 to conduct an extensive survey regarding community attitude towards the introduction of Container Deposit Legislation for the Territory, Minister for Lands, Planning and Environment, Tim Baldwin announced today.


“Container deposits are a means of reducing litter in our community, by offering an incentive to return empty containers. This will also help reduce the impact of plastics and other non-biodegradable material on our environment,” said Mr Baldwin.


“Previously the NT Government provided the Keep Australia Beautiful Council  with funds to prepare a submission regarding the benefits or otherwise of a container deposit scheme.


“Recently there appears to be increasing community support for this type of scheme.  However, as the cost of certain items, such as cans of drink, will increase with the introduction of this legislation, extensive community consultation is essential before its introduction is seriously considered.


“The consultation will include ascertaining community views on various amounts of deposit, container deposits costings on various products, and to identify which products should be included.


“If a container deposit scheme is introduced, the deposit would be made up of a refundable amount and another lesser component to cover administrative costs.


“Previously the Government has tried to involve packaging companies in a joint funding arrangement for the Territory’s anti-litter program.  Unfortunately only one Territory company was prepared to commit to this program.


“The NT Government did not sign the recent National Packaging Covenant, which is designed to be a nation-wide litter control program, as it is basically a recycling program better suited to densely populated areas and provides little benefit to the Northern Territory.


“At present, kerbside recycling is currently only available in Darwin and Palmerston, and it is not viable to introduce this service into other Territory centres, and in particular remote communities. 


“The option of a container deposit scheme for the Territory is worthy of consideration and an assessment of community attitudes is the first step.


“The survey will be conducted by Keep Australia Beautiful and LandCare, who will report back to Government with their findings in October 2001.”


Contact: Annie Darcy (08) 89996773
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